Outside Chance

FROM A CALIFORNIA GARAGE, A TROVE OF WORKS
BY OUTSIDER ARTIST MARTIN RAMIREZ EMERGES.

HEW VO RE - |.|1|J.|.un|.' if a hatch
of hitherto-unknown seill lifes
by Vermeer or views of Mong
Samnte-Victowre by Cézanne
were bo burn up in the attic or
car trunk of someone uncon
nected to the world of |:,.a|||'r|-.'~1.
musewms and aucioneers. | he
impact of such a discovery
wiould be huge—and could lead
to new ways of apprecianng the
already well-examined careers
.1J1|,| CrCAEENS Of ﬁl:-\.,ll ||_'|_l|¢'||..|.l|':|
artists,

Thar very kind of eye-open-
ing discovery came to light
recently, not in the well-docu-
mented fields of Renaissance or
Modernist painring, but in the
relatively smaller and more spe-
cialized held of owrsider ar (a

term referring to works made
by untrained artists who live
and work outsade the culmural
socnal mainstreame see “Crnincs
x-l:lrl'hllllk..- PARE 1210, The
news that broke in bate Ociober
about the emergence af 140
unknowmn drawings by the
Mexican-horn owsider Martin
Famirez (1895=1953) shonk
this srill-evioly i|'||q secror of the
international arr marker 1o
its foundariomns,

Thar's because Ramirez, a
poor farmer who beft Mexico
in 1925 tor the United Seanes,
where he labored on railways
and in mines and spent the Lass
decades of his life in psychiarric
hospitals in northern Califor-
nia, is considered one of the

giants in the outsider art field.
Limtil larely, some 300 of the
self-taught artist’s pencil-on
paper and mied-media draw-
inggs had been known 1o exise,
However, the works thar werne
found tucked away in Pegey
Dhinievire's garage in Auburn,
California, instamtly increased
that number by almost 50 per-
cent; the fow experts who have
seen them so far say the some-
nimes looser drawing seyle and
use of abstract motifs sugpese
that Ramires's art had contin-
ued 1o evalve dramanically right
up until his death. Considering
that a single, collector-coveted
Ramirez work can now fetch
S 1000, (WD o more, taken

']
togzether, the newly discovered

& detall of one of ke Fecently Seovered Resmime drawingi.
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drawings could e waorth
millions,

In fact, Dunieviez had a
sense that the stash of ralled-up
paper might have had some
kind of value—to someane—
as meaningful are. “It beoked
unusual, just like the Impres-
slonists’ paineings must
have beoked different o the
viewers who first saw them,”™
she says,

The former public school an
teacher also knew her family
could trace a link to Ramirez
through her late father-in-law,
D Max Dunievitz, In the carly
19605, D, Dunievitz had
served as the medical direcror

of DeWitt State Hospital,
the psychiatric facility in
Auburn where Ramirez had
lived for many vears and
where he died, D Dunievite
had provided the artise with
art supplies, and Ramircz
had given him dozens of

his drawings.

From the late 19405 through
the mid-1950s, the auredidact
head enjoyved a similar relation-
ship with Tarmo Pasto, a
Finnish-American paychology
and art professor at nearby
Sacramento State College and
who regularly visived DeWiee.
Pasto became interested in
Ramirezs work and organized
public shiowings of his draw-
ings during the artese’s lifetime,
Ramirez gave works to Pasto,
and it was those that the
American painter Jim Mutt
discovered i the 1970s and,
along with has wife, the arst
Celadys Milsson and the art
dealer Phyllis Kind, purchased
from Pasto,

Kind presented the first exhi-
bation of Ramirezs rediscov-
ercd art at her Chicago galbery
m 1973, (Her business s now
locared in Mew York.) Since
then, appreciation of the arises
superh drafrsmanship and sig-
namire images—Mhexican horse-
A, madonnas, trains
barreling down rilway wacks
anvd fururistic tunnels—has
increased, culminating in the

= historic Raminez exhibitson that

A& conporvationint workt on

In & Brooilymn wanehouse,

¢ opencd ae the Amencan Folk

Ao Museum (AFAM) in Mew
York last Jamuary. That same
show is now on view, through
January 13, at the Milwaukee
Aurt Mluseum.

After reading abour AFAM's
exhibition in a newspaper,
Feggpy Dunievite contacoed
the museum to inform its cura-
tor, Brooke Davis Anderson,

AFAM will present an exhi-
bition of the “new"™ Ramirezes
late this year and publish an
accompanying book flled
with reproductions.

thar she believed she had some The Dunievitees intend o
original Ramirez works m domate three of the dravwings
show her, i the museum and after the

Dunievires son, Phil, had
rescued the works from the
trash after D Dunievite died
in 1988, He rolled up the are-
works and placed themn in long
florist-shop boxes and stored
them in his mother's garage.
Years later, he transferred the
deawings to a cardboard box
thae lay on top of a refrigerator
in that garage, topped aff by

show, to bring the rest of the
works to market through
RiceodMaresca, a well-known
Mew York gallery in the ow-
sider feld, Reportedly, they
also plan to use some of
their future earmings from
sales to honor Ramirezs
descendants, who own none
of his works and have never
profited from his posthumons
SIECCRS,

Diealer Frank Maresca
of Ricco/daresca notes thar
the sabes plan he is formular-
ing will aim to place many
of the works in museums
“g0 thar the widest audience

a sleeping bag and, some-
times, a bounging cat.

A self-described packrar,
the yvounger Dunievite savs
he thought the drawings
“might have looked cool as
wallpaper in a restaurant,”™
O one occasion, he even possible may have access
wrapped a gift in one of the to this phase of Ramirez’s
works, cxtracrdinary ar.”

O the strengeh of e-mailed Mone of the newly revealed

photos of some of the drawings | Ramirer drawings will be
The sometimes looser drawing styls
and use of abstract motifs suggest that
Ramirez's art had continued to evolwvi
dramatically right up until his death

offered for sale uniil they have
all been treated by art conser-
vators and photographed for

posterity with state-of-the ar
digital eqquipment, according

to Maresca,

With the Dunievite discovery,
is the tally of Ramirez's artistic
production complete? Ander-
S0 15 0L 50 sUre. She muses,
“I'm convinced thar other
[reWitn docross and nurses
may have taken some of his
drawings home with them.
They could still be out there.”

~ELWARD M. GOHEZ

Anderson had requested from
Peggy Dunieviez, the curator
raced o California to examine
the cache in person. “l was in
awe,” she recalls. “Many had
been dated and signed by D,
Drunbevitz, on Bamirex'’s behalf,
with the artiets name.™ Ander
son points out that a few of
the newly found works are
miore than 18 feet long, that
many are in goasd condition
and that some feature collage
elements or a slightdy “different
stylization™ of Ramirez's
familiar swhjects.
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